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March 18, 2010
Delegate Peter Hammen, Chairman

Delegate Shane Pendergrass, Vice Chairman

House Health & Government Operations Committee

241 Lowe House Office Building

Annapolis, MD  21401-1991

RE:  House Bill (HB) 1375—Support

Dear Chairman Hammen and Vice Chairman Pendergrass:

Children’s National Medical Center supports HB 1375, the “Kids First Express Lane Eligibility Act.” This legislation builds on the innovative “Kids First Act of 2008,” removing its sunset provision and furthering its outreach efforts. Children’s National commends Delegate Heather Mizeur for her outstanding leadership in introducing legislation to reduce the number of uninsured children in Maryland.  

Children’s National Medical Center, a 283 bed not-for-profit academic medical center, is located in Washington, DC, but serves the pediatric health care needs of the broader Washington metropolitan region. Located just three miles from the Maryland border, Children’s National annually devotes nearly 60% of its inpatient care to children from Maryland. With five outpatient centers in Maryland and specialty care services provided in eight Maryland locations, Children’s National is proud to be one of the largest providers of high quality pediatric primary, specialty and emergency care to Maryland’s children and families.
According to 2008 data from the American Academy of Pediatrics and the National Association of Children’s Hospitals, nearly 87,000 Maryland children, or 6.1 percent, are uninsured. Nearly 80 percent of these children are currently eligible for either Medicaid or the Maryland Children’s Health Program (MCHP), but remain unenrolled. Our experience caring for both insured and uninsured children finds that children who lack health insurance are generally sicker and are more likely to incur higher health care costs from lack of access to timely preventive care.
Children’s National supports HB 1375 for its creative and multi-faceted approach to identifying program-eligible children and getting them enrolled. This bill would engage the Maryland Comptroller to identify families, through their tax returns, who do not have healthcare coverage for their children and who may be potentially eligible for Medicaid or MCHP. Subsequently, the Comptroller would be permitted to share this information with the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DHMH) so that DHMH can send identified families application materials for Medicaid or MCHP.

Delegate Mizeur clearly understands the key to enrolling eligible children in Medicaid or MCHP is first to identify who they are, and second to get the enrollment information in the hands of their parents. It’s a simple concept, but in practice it has proven quite difficult. In HB 1375, Delegate Mizeur presents a thoughtful, common-sense and cost effective approach to identifying and enrolling eligible children in Medicaid or MCHP. We urge a favorable report. 
On behalf of Children’s National Medical Center – including our physicians, nurses, staff and volunteers – thank you for making health care for Maryland’s children a priority. We are proud to serve Maryland’s children and look forward to working with you to ensure every child has health coverage and access to affordable, high quality health care.  
Sincerely,
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Jacqueline D. Bowens

Executive Vice President 
Chief Government & External Affairs Officer

Children’s National Medical Center

CC:  Members of the House HGO Committee

Delegate Mizeur
