Please address your letter, Dear Parent of a child (with,
diagnosed with, suffering from, born with) type of illness
or case. This standard format was selected so that parents
of children with cases similar to yours, can find and read
your letter more easily.

Take a little time to provide other parents with the most
important details surrounding your child’s case. In addition
to information you might include about how your child was
diagnosed; how or why you selected Children’s National for
their care; and some specific information about their course
of treatment. It’s helpful to include any personal details you
feel are relevant. These details might help parents going
through similar circumstances feel less alone, knowing that
others have faced the same things before. That can be as
helpful as anything else in your letter.

Consider including some of the conclusions you drew...

the most important things you learned that were helpful to
you during your child’s time at Children's National Medical
Center. You know a lot more than you did at the start of your
child’s treatment. That’s information other parents might
like to have right now.

Offer some advice based on your experience. That experience
is very valuable. Don’t spare the details. Don’t be shy. Put it
out there. What should other parents be sure to do?

If you think you made the right choice in choosing Children’s
National for your child's care, you might choose to tell parents
right here. We don’t wish to put words in anyone’s mouth.

In fact, there’s no obligation to include information like this

at all. But if you think you made the right choice for your child,
that information might help a parent too.

Parents are signing their letters with their first names and the
name of the child who was treated. Doing so makes the letter feel
personal, but allows you to retain some privacy.
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The nation’s children deserve nothing less.



